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Visit to Ghana shows the Difference of Fair Trade

EDERATION o am differentinside 6 EIl i zabet MMy A

life is different. My husband is different.
Winter 2008 We have a partnership, because of my work.
We go through life together 6

Ellie is one of the founding women of Global Mamas, an

Save the Date FTF member since 2005 based in Minneapolis, MN and
Cape Coast, Ghana. From Octoberd14, Carmen lezzi,
FTF6s Executive Director, and
FTF 2009 number of artisans there, including Ellie and other ba-
Conference tikers and seamstresses who work with Global Mamas.
Founded in 2002 by six Ghanaian women and two for- Elizabeth Ampiah batiks a dress for in
March 2729 mer Peace Corps Volunteers, Global Mamas works to her Cape Coast workshop
owalidate womends economic independence by e
Doubletree theirhighqual i ty handhakd®aganto ds . 6
Hotel from another FTF member, Bead For Life, lezzi was able to visit seven cities and villages and
Portland. OR observe firsthand the work of members. Presently, Global Mamas employs more than 70
! women entrepreneurs in batik, sewing, and b
ornaments, jewelry, and décor can now be found at museum stores, boutiques, Fair Trade
See Page 4 shops, and other venues across the United States, Europe, and Australia.
for Details! OMy primary objective during this visit rev
working with a Fair Trade Organization differed than working on their own or with other

NGOs, 6 lezzi says. Even in a culture with a

relle s fecue: pl ained about cheap foreign copies flooding

international companiesd | ack of appreciati

Fromthe 2 ter town, when asked about working with Glo

Directords Deskne: 6They treat wus with respect and ask o
pay on time and dondt <chea us. 06

Producer Profile: 3

Asprocafe Coop Batik is not the only textile tradition in Ghana. lezzi

also visited a village in Northwest Ghana which was
| set up by a Peace Corps Volunteer as a sustainable

" | tourism project to preserve the skills of kente weav-
~ ing. Kente is native to the Ashanti people who first
developed the technique in the 12th century. Each
b| kente design of interwoven cloth tells a story of the
 heritage of the Ashanti. Master weavers celebrate the
migration of their people, different cultural values,

2009 Conferenced
Details

FTF Conference4
Details

Advice to project &

Big Image ‘ and/or the history of Ghana as a whole with the de-
FTF Members ab The staff of eS opAfrica.com work directly S|gn_s that they choose. While visiting _eShq-
S TG S with rural artisans and customers in North  PAfrica.com, a member of the Federation since 2004,

America from their offices in Accra. lezzi learned also about their work with kente weav-
ers to custom order cloths for clients. In her Accra
based office, Kawther EI Obeid, eShopds CEO
universities, companies, and other groups in North America interested in supporting individ-
ual artisans.
(continued on page 3)
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Published quarterly,
Networksis the news
letter of the Fair Trade
Federation, an associa-
tion of fair trade whole-
salers, retailers, and
producers fully commit-
ted to providing fair
wages and employment
opportunities for low
income artisans and
farmers worldwide.

ADVERTISE

Networksaccepts ads
from FTF members only.
For our regular issues (3
per year) with a circula-
tion of approximately
350, the following rates

apply:

2.756 x 2.00,
$95/year

2. 756 x 4. 06,
$125/year

6. 06 x 4.56,
$300/year

To place an ad, please
send your cameraeady
artwork or text to the
FTF office. All ads must
be prepaid. Please
make checks payable to
the Fair Trade Federa-
tion or pay via PayPal.

CONTRIBUTE

Please send news, feed-
back, articles, and let-
ters to the editor to the
FTF office.

Editor Carmen K. lezzi

Contributing Writers:
Todd Caspersen, Vince
Mezzera

Layout: Carmen K. lezzi

© 2008 Fair Trade Federa-
tion

For reprint rights, please
contact FTF at 202636 -
3547 or info@FairTrade
Federation.org.
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From the Executive Directoroés Deské.

Dear FTF Members and Friends:

As 2008 draws to a close, it's remarkable to think about how much has and continues to
change.

Throughout this year, FTF approved its Strategic Plan, reviewed our membership Principles,
hosted member meetings in eight cities, welcomed more than 135 people to a highly
successful conference in Austin. TX, added 33 new members, received media attention
from major andhometown media alike, and weathered the economic shifts.

With the changes in the global economy and the growing disparity between what organiza-
tions do and what their marketing says, support of the work of fully committed Fair Trade
Organizations is more important than ever.

Thadkisssty@ K membersdé and friendsd continual
our 15th birthday; launch our quarterly welseminar series to provide even more insight
ang Rrgcticfalsagvdcg to members; double our staff tbWOwhole people in the FTF office;
and, furtﬁer our mission to strengthen and promote the distinct work that members do.

fh BIlttRat WeSd®, W@ seek to create aust and sustainable global economic system in which
purchasing and production choices are made with concern for the wie#ling of people and
the environment, creating a world where all people have viable economic options to meet
their own needs. We seek to alleviate poverty by continually and significantly expanding
the practice of trade that values the labor and dignity of all people.

| wish you all the best during these holiday seasons and look forward to working with you
towards these goals in 2009!

Thank you for all you do!

In Cooperation,

(o

Carmen K. lezzi

Fair Trade Federation
Hecker Center, Suite 107
3025 Fourth Street , NE,

Washington DC 200171102
N 202-636-3547 Fax: 202-636-3549

PR TRAD

FEDERATIO

info@FairTradeFederation.org
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Producer Profile: Asprocafe Ingruma Coffee Cooperative

Founded in 1991, the Asprocafe co-
operative lies near Riosucio, Colom-
bia. All of the farmers live in four pro-
tected indigenous zones and 80% of
its members are from the indigenous
EmberaChami ethnic group. Nearly
40% of their 1,700 members are
women.

In 2008, the harvest began as usudl
with the flowering of the coffee trees
in February; then, the rain started and
has not stopped since. Riosucio has
only had eight days of straight sun
three times since February. This cli-
mate has resulted in extremely low
coffee harvests and lots of damage to
the coffee farms.

Farmers agree that the climate is seri-

ously impacting their livelihoods.
Every road they travel shows multiple
landslides impeding passage; and,
everyone is wondering: why is it rain-
ing so much and when will it stop?

Yet, through a partnership between
FTF member, Equal Exchange (EE),
and Asprocafe, some warmth has
been brought to families in Riosucio.

In 2007, Equal Exchange, Lutheran
World Relief (LWR), and Asprocafe
organized a quality competition with
the 350 farmers to motivate partici-

Last year os

The Rodriquez family in front of their
home in La Torre of Supia.

Javier Rodriguez, lives in La Torre of
Supia, 1900m above sea level, and
produces coffee on about 2 hectares.
The long climb up to his farm runs
through a saturated landscape
through lots of mud. However, with
the prize money, Rodriguez invested
in tools to his family and cooperative.
He donated half to Asprocafe to buy
materials for a biodigester and pro-
duce methane gas for the kitchen,
replacing the wood stove over which
his wife had labored all her life.

The biodigester includes large sheets
of plastic formed into a long balloon
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by Todd Caspersen

from the stables to the balloon and

Wi nn e then tdbang gak to thekitcheh.OThe

effluent is used as fertilizer to grow
sugar cane. Through the EE/LWR
sponsored
generosity, and loans from the coop-
eratives to build the stable and buy
the pig and cow, an integrated project
that benefits everyone has been cre-
ated.

With this investment, Dona Rodriquez
no longer has to travel far up the
mountain to gather wood. She no
longer has to cook in a kitchen filled
with the smoke that comes from burn-
ing wet wood which hurt her eyes and
causes lung problems. Now, she can
start a fire every morning by just turn-
ing on her stove and enjoy a strong
bright flame.

In 2008, thanks again to the partner-
ship between LWR, EE, and Aspro-
cafe, 250 farmers will trek through
the mud to participate in the contest.
They will give presentations about
their villages and associations and
listen to information from the agricul-
tural extension workers before learn-
ing who won.

Interviews with members of the
Asprocafe cooperative are available
online, as areadditional storiesabout

pation in an organic farming program. and PVC piping which conducts urine their work to address climate change.

competition,

Impact of Fair Trade in Ghana (cont.)

With such a short period of time on the ground, lezzi r
all of the places | saw and wonderful people | met, | barely put a dent in all that Ghana and
the farmers and artisans there have to o7 % “ e

After witnessing, in a new way, the impact of Fair Trade Organizations on individuals and ¢
munities, lezzi also notes that she o0l ef g
that FTF members do. Global Mamas, eShop, and others offer partnership, dignity, and re
spect for the complex and difficult work of textile creation. Thanks to their work, everyone i
volved in the creation, import, and selection of beautiful items has the opportunity to find "
great products which create a tremendous
Mor e i of cFhckr phote stréamu nd o n

mages her trip

recycled glass beads.


http://www.equalexchange.coop/video-rocio-motato
http://eecampaign.wordpress.com/eco-projects/colombia/the-rains-in-riosucio/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/8801431@N08/sets/72157608482963522/

Networks

Page 4

Fair Trade Federation Conference Moves Ideas into Action

As FTF celebrates its 15th birthday,
we will bring together leaders in the
field of Fair Trade to discuss key is-
sues and offer practical training to
improve operations.

The 2009 Conference will include a
number of features, including

FTF Awards
At the 2009 Conference, FTF will
launch an awards program to cele-
brate members' good work in a num-
ber of categories.

All are welcome to nominate mem-
bers in the following categories:

e Excellence in Product Design

e Best Public Education Program in
2008

e Most Positive Change Created in
a Producer Community in 2008

To nominate a member organization,
individuals can complete theonline

Nomination Formor send one typed
page (maximum) describing why this
member is the best candidate to the
Conference Committee bgmail or

fax (202-636-3549). For the product
category, please send 2 example
images byemail. Please indicate Con-
ference Award Nomination in any
subject lines.

Nominations are due by February 1,
2009. All awards will be juried by the
conference committee. Only Federa-
tion members in good standing are to
receive Federation awards.

Regi
gave

Speed Networking Sessions
Conference Participants will be di-
vided into two groups. Members of
Group A will be invited to create post-
ers (or display materials that they
brought) outlining questions that they
have, needs theyo
services or offers that they can make,
and other details. Members of Group
B will be able to circulate throughout

the displays and respond to presenta-

tions as they like. Then, later in the
day, the groups will switch. These

Jane Giriffis answers questions on
competitive pricing at the 2008
conference in Austin

Wholesale Expo
Members of FTF, producer members
of the International Fair Trade Asso-
ciation, and recognized partner or
vendor organizations have the oppor-
tunity to exhibit their products, busi-
ness services, and activities.

Registration and Travel
All are welcome to attend the 2009
Fair Trade Federation Conference!
Costs are $150 / person for mem-
bers and $300 / person for nont
members.
ve experienced,
FTF has reserved a limited number of
rooms at theDoubletree at Llyod Cen-
ter. Register and reserve your room
today!

For more information and registration

_ _ sessions offer a great way to have forms, visit
Kim Anderson places an order with your questions answered and to show  www.FairTradeFederation.org/
Mindy Stone of Living Wage LLC at the off your good work conference
2007 conference expo. ’ RS
Fair Trade Federation Board of Directors
Chair Vice Chair

Doug Dirks,Ten Thousand Villages

Secretary

Tex DworkinGlobal Exchange

Cecilia Dinio DurkinWo me n @ s

AtLarge

Marcie Boyer Flavours of Life
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Kevin Ward Global Crafts
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Kelly WeinbergerWorldFinds



https://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=HA3IOn%20KpFYb9y0NZNPc1QQ_3d_3d
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=HA3IOn%20KpFYb9y0NZNPc1QQ_3d_3d
mailto:conference@fairtradefederation.org
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