
From June 1 ð 3, FTF welcomed members, prospective members, and allies to the first  

national member conference since 2004. Over 135 participants from more than a dozen 
states and three continents gathered at American University in Washington DC to examine 

the business of fair trade and how it changes lives when products change hands.  
 

On Friday, June 1, Paul Myers, chair of the International Fair Trade Association and former 
CEO of Ten Thousand Villages USA, presented keynote remarks on the future of fair trade.  

Throughout his speech, Paul challenged fair traders to grow as rapidly as possible and to 
communicate our values to the broadest possible constituency with integrity. He reminded 

participants that we must ensure that fair trade is not reduced to the lowest common  
denominator.  

 
These remarks set the stage for the rest of 

the conference, which provided practical 
ways to enhance operations and opportuni-

ties for dialogue about the challenges ahead.  
 

Two town-hall meetings kicked off the confer-
ence, focusing on how fair trade creates 

change in the marketplace and where the 
mainstream is taking fair trade. For the first 

panel, Bob Chase of SERRV International 
moderated remarks on the importance of 

transparency by Jackie DeCarlo of Catholic 
Relief Services, the utility of long-term rela-

tionships by Bill Harris from Cooperative Cof-
fees, and the benefits of financial and techni-

cal assistance by Mirian Otzin of MayaWorksõ 
Guatemala office. Having Mirian tell her story proved to be a particular highlight as she pre-

sented a first-hand account of the impact of fair trade on her life and community. During the 
second town hall, Erin Gorman from Divine Chocolate, moderated remarks by Doug Dirks of 

Ten Thousand Villages and Kim Easson of Transfair USA. Both panelists sought to address 
many of the issues surrounding the mainstreaming of fair trade as conventional companies 

adopt fair trade lines and more consumers learn about the movement.   
 

For the rest of the conference, small workshops 
brought experts together with participants to   

discuss practical issues such as branding, financ-
ing, styles and trends, recruiting volunteers, using 

technology effectively, and strengthening networks 
of constituents. In each session, panelists tried to 

provide useful solutions to common challenges.  
 

For example, Raphael Bemporad outlined 5 ele-
ments for successful branding, including finding 

 
(continued on page 10, more photos pages 4-5) 

Annual Conference Marks Changing Nature of Fair Trade  

 

Save the Date! 

 

2008 FTF  

Annual  

Conference 

 

April 4-6 

 
More information 

coming soon! 
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Mirian Ortiz, coordinator of MayaWorks Guatemala, 

discusses the impact of fair trade on her community. 

Pattye Pece, president of World Village Fair Trade 

Market, shops for Unique Batik clothes at the expo. 


