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Poughkeepsie Plaza Announces Campaign to Become First Fair Trade Mall
In conjunction with World Fair Trade Day (May 8th), the Poughkeepsie Plaza, under the auspices of Fair Trade Towns, announces their campaign to become the First Fair Trade Mall. (According to Billy, we would definitely be the first in the USA, but he is checking on the status of us being first in the world).

Support has come from Women’s Work, a Fair Trade Federation member and from less conventional stores like Harmon Discount Health and Beauty, that carries Dr. Bonner's and Marshall's that has FT chocolate and products made with Aid to Artisan.

Hudson Valley Gourmet, well aware of Fair Trade, had previously roasted FT coffee, but with slow sales, she abandoned the product. She is looking forward to lending her support where she can, by carrying FT baskets from Ananse Village. 

Upon awareness of Fair Trade principles, stores such as Artcraft placed their first order with One World, Pat’s Hallmark is now carrying Sustainable Threads recycled tree-free gift bags and boxes and several of the cafes have agreed to carry or serve fair trade products. The support of the Poughkeepsie Plaza management and owners has been instrumental in progressing the movement. On Wednesday, April 21, Josephine Dayger, Plaza manager, distributed a Fair Trade resolution stating the principles of Fair Trade with a declaration for business owners to sign in support of working toward this distinction. 

By Fair Trade Towns’ standards, for each 2500 people, there should be 2 stores that carry 2 FT items. “Towns” such as San Francisco, CA, Montclair, NJ, and Ballston Spa, NY have achieved this goal along with stated support from public officials and the community. Since no mall has ever tried to become FT before, the Poughkeepsie Plaza can set a standard all their own. Wanting the moniker to be meaningful, the FT committee’s goal is to get over 50% of their businesses to incorporate at least 2 products into their inventory and/or as it applies to non-retail venues, have businesses sign the FT resolution to bring FT awareness to their clientele. 

For example, Poughkeepsie Plaza management plans to show their dedication to Fair Trade by educating the public with signs and materials spelling out the principles and values of FT. Blockbuster can participate by offering Fair Trade films. Brontoli Construction can sign a pledge to include FT practices into his business as it applies. 

On May 7th at Noon, The Poughkeepsie Plaza will host ribbon cuttings with regional chamber of commerces -  DCRCOC and GSDCC. Local and state dignitaries, politicians and of course, press have been invited to attend. Refreshments and Fair Trade wine will be served. 

On May 8th from 10am - 5pm, The Poughkeepsie Plaza and Women’s Work we will holding the following activities to celebrate World Fair Trade Day: 
* Free Divine Chocolates, Dr. Bonner’s products, Wholesome Sweeteners and FT beer and wine samplings will be available
* Tea with Mma Ramotswe - Peter Durkin will bring the world of the No. 1 Ladies Detective Agency to life, something he knows all about since establishing this tour with author Alexander McCall Smith in 2003. (Equal Exchange, Rooibus tea will be served)
* Make Fair Trade Earrings for Mother's Day at Women's Work ( Using Project Have Hope's Recycled Paper, Minga Imports' Tagua and Women's Work's ostrich eggshell beads)
* String Fair Trade Bracelets from Costa Rice with Goody Goodies (Women of the Rainforest)
* Learn more about the Marist Praxis Projects from the students who have created and are working on the
* See life in the Kalkata Dumpsites through the photos taken by the children who live there (Marist Praxis Project), and much more…

(Partnering with Fair Trade Resource Network, Women's Work has pledged 10% of all sales on WFTD to FTRN.)

Info is available at: http://poughkeepsieplaza.com/calendar/calendar_detail.php?calendarid=984&date_time_ts=1273327200
